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CITY OF GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS, OHIO 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

MONDAY, JULY 6, 2020

 

N O T I C E 

There will be a City of Grandview Heights Regular Council meeting on July 6, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

via a WebEx meeting. 

“COVID-19 Update:  The safety of our residents, employees and public officials is our top 

priority. Access to City Hall has been limited by order of the Mayor to those needing to 

conduct essential business with City personnel during business hours.  Based on the 

cautions of Governor DeWine and the State Director of Health regarding social distancing 

to limit the potential exposure of COVID-19, in-person Council meetings and other public 

hearings are being suspended and will take place virtually with a live-streaming feed made 

available to the public. The state General Assembly and Attorney General have approved 

the use of virtual meetings as a viable alternative to conducting public hearings during this 

time, and the City’s alternative complies with the new statutory directives. PLEASE DO 

NOT COME TO CITY HALL FOR PUBLIC MEETINGS OR HEARINGS. The 

livestream can be viewed by visiting https://bit.ly/2wFWDst at the posted meeting or 

hearing time. 

 

In lieu of the in-person “Comments from Visitors” portion of Council meetings, persons 

may submit comments via email to council@grandviewheights.org with “public comment” 

in the subject line. The commenter’s name and subject of comments will be read into the 

public record and the full comments attached to the meeting notes. All comments must be 

received a minimum of two hours prior to the start of the meeting. Any comments coming 

in after this time will be held until the next public meeting. The meeting live streams are 

recorded and remain available on the City’s website. 
 

 

 

•  Call to Order 

•  Pledge of Allegiance 

•  Roll Call 

 

• Approval of Proceedings: 

1. Regular meeting June 1, 2020 

2. Special meeting June 15, 2020 

 

• Mayoral Appointment: 
 Tax Advisory Board – Sheila Clark 
 

• Council Appointment: 
 Tax Advisory Board – Bernard Schultz 

A G E N D A 

https://bit.ly/2wFWDst
mailto:council@grandviewheights.org
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• E-mail Comments from Visitors 

 

• Presentation:  Active Bystander, Lena Tenney, MPA, Med., Kirwan Institute for the 

Study of Race and Ethnicity  

 

• Department Head Reports: 

Parks & Rec. 

 

• Council Committee Reports 

• Finance 

• Planning and Administration 

• Recreation, Services and Public Facilities 

• Safety 

• Economic Development – Ad Hoc 

• Rules and Productivity – Ad Hoc 

 

• Council Liaison Reports 

• Grandview Library 

• School 

• Chamber 

• Planning Commission  

• COTA 

• MORPC 

• Destination Grandview 

• Sustainable 2050 

• Traffic Advisory Group 

 

• Mayor’s Report 

 

• Director of Operations Report 

 

• Director of Finance Report 

 

• City Attorney Report 

 

• Old Business  

 

1. Res. 11-2020:  A Resolution declaring racism as a public health crisis and to 

recommit to improving the quality of life, safety and health of the City of Grandview 

Heights’ residents, workers and visitors who are people of color.  2nd Reading.  

Assigned to Board of Health. 

 

2. Res. 12-2020:  A Resolution reauthorizing an agreement between the City of 

Grandview Heights, Franklin County, Ohio and the Board of County 

Commissioners, Franklin County, Ohio on behalf of the City, to participate in the 

Franklin County, Ohio Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

Entitlement Program and abide by the covenants of that Program as stated herein.  

2nd Reading.  Assigned to Planning & Administration. 
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• New Business 

 

1. Ord. 2020-12:  An Ordinance to amend Chapter 561 of the City of Grandview 

Heights’ Codified Ordinances, and declaring it an emergency. 

 

2. Res. 14-2020:  A Resolution declaring the necessity for and submitting the question 

of a renewal Tax Levy for purposes of providing for the current expenses of the City 

of Grandview Heights General Fund. 

 

• Other Business 

 

• Comments from Council Members 

 

• Adjournment  

 

AGENDA SUBJECT TO CHANGE! 
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President Keeler called to order the City of Grandview Heights Regular Council meeting of Monday, 

June 1, 2020 at 7:02 p.m. via WebEx.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  President Keeler took a 

moment to address issues facing our city, state, country and world (Exhibit 1).  President Keeler asked 

for a moment of silence. 

 

• Roll Call:  Councilmembers:  R. Edwards, E. Hastie, R. Hatzifotinos, M. Houston, A. Panzera, C. 

Smith, President Keeler, Mayor Kearns, City Attorney Khouzam, Finance Director Miller, Director 

Dvoraczky and Clerk Napier. 

• Approval of Proceedings:  The minutes of the May 4, 2020 Regular Council meeting were approved 

as submitted. 

 

• Resolution of Recognition – Grandview Heights Class of 2020 

 

Superintendent Andy Culp joined via WebEx to accept a Resolution honoring all members of the 

Grandview Heights High School Graduating Class of 2020.  Superintendent Culp thanked Council 

on behalf of the Board of Education.  The relationship between Council and the Board is a true 

meaning of what community means and a true partnership.  Graduation is a celebration of a 

remarkable accomplishment.  The Resolution will be read at the next Board of Education meeting. 

 

• E-mail Comments from Visitors:   

 

None. 

 

• Department Head Reports 

 

Fire Department – Chief Eisenacher thanked Council for the opportunity to represent the City of 

Grandview Heights and gave a brief overview of his background.  He submitted his monthly report 

and can answer any questions.  The Grandview Heights Fire Department is a very well-established 

Fire Department with a lot of experience.  President Keeler welcomed Chief Eisenacher. 

 

Police Department – Chief Starns gave a statement regarding the events which have been happening 

in Columbus and Minneapolis.  We all watched in disbelief a former Police Officer placing his knee 

on George Floyd’s neck for 8 minutes and 46 seconds while he laid on his stomach secured in 

handcuffs.  Just as much of the world is, I am appalled and disgusted by the actions of this Officer.  I 

am just as disturbed by the other Officers who watched Mr. Floyd go unconscious.  This technique, 

if you even want to call it that, isn’t taught in any type of training that I have attended.  We do not 

teach this to our Police Officers.  We fail to remember, as Police Officers, that even those who are in 

our custody are entitled to protection and due process.  We must be able to de-escalate a situation as 

quickly as the situation can escalate.  I saw no de-escalation, no control, no compassion and no 

consideration for life in this situation.  These so-called Police Officers tarnished the badge that so 

many of us cherish.  It’s easy to lump all law enforcement individuals into the same category.  Please 

consider that most of us sign up for all the right reasons and to do the right things.  We aren’t perfect 

but we do need to do better than what we saw happen last week in Minneapolis.  There is no excuse 

for what happened.   

 

Chief Starns said his monthly report highlights Crisis Intervention training which officers will be 

attending.  It is mandated that all officers attend Implicit Bias training, Police Legitimacy training 
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and Force and De-Escalation training.  Officers need to learn how to have normal, everyday 

conversations with residents.  Plans are to have all Officers trained in critical incident situations by 

the end of 2022.  Half should be trained by the end of 2020.   

 

Councilmember Houston thanked Chief Starns for leading with his opening statement.  She stated 

she appreciates the new report format.  She was happy to see a new hire was a person of color and 

another was a woman.  She heard that Grandview Heights qualified for the Ohio Collaborative 

Community Police Advisory Board.  She asked Chief Starns to talk about the standards and whether 

this can be listed on our website to make the community members aware.  Chief Starns said the 

Governor’s Office created a Commission who has set certain standards which Police Departments 

need to follow.  Our Department had to meet certain criteria to maintain this certification.  The 

Commission will publish a list of those Departments that don’t meet these criteria.  We have met the 

criteria.   

 

• Council Committee Reports 

 

Finance – Councilmember Smith reported the Committee met May 18th.  A discussion took place with 

Director Miller regarding the timeline and procedures pertaining to the levy renewal.   

 

Planning & Administration – Councilmember Hatzifotinos said the Committee met just prior to 

Council meeting tonight.  We have been working with City Attorney Khouzam to finalize edits to the 

short-term rental legislation.  The final legislation should be ready to be voted on at the June 15th 

Council meeting. 

 

Recreation, Services and Public Facilities – Councilmember Panzera reported no meeting, no report. 

 

Safety – Councilmember Houston reported no meeting, no report. 

 

Economic Development – Councilmember Edwards reported no meeting, no report. 

 

Rules and Productivity – Councilmember Hatzifotinos reported no meeting, no report.   

 

• Council Liaison Reports 

 

Grandview Library – Councilmember Hatzifotinos reported that the Library has started their 

curbside pickup.  Residents need to drive past the drop-off/return boxes and parked in a numbered 

parking space.  You call the number given and a Library staff member will bring books to your car.  

The summer reading program has started.  You can download a program called ReadSquared.  

Readers can still earn tickets which allow them to enter a raffle.   

 

School – President Keeler mentioned the recognition Resolution read at the beginning of the 

meeting.  She congratulated the students for making it through the school year and the parents who 

had to help their students from home.   

 

Chamber – Councilmember Panzera said all meetings have still been suspended. 

 

Planning Commission – Councilmember Panzera said the Commission hasn’t met. 
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COTA – Councilmember Smith reported the Board met May 19th.  Safety was discussed.  Routes #3 

and #5, which affect Grandview Heights, started expanding today in the mornings.   

 

MORPC – Councilmember Houston reported that she couldn’t attend the May meeting due to lack 

of childcare.  She hopes to be able to attend the June meeting.  COVID update meetings are 

continuing. 

 

Sustainable 2050 – Councilmember Edwards said the group meets on a quarterly basis.  The first 

meeting was March 2nd.  There will be a meeting in June.   

 

Traffic Advisory Group – President Keeler reported no meeting, no report. 

 

• Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Kearns reported on the following: 

• On behalf of the City and Administration, she joins President Keeler and City Council in 

continuing to condemn racism, bigotry, hatred and violence of all forms.  We are a welcoming 

community.  Resolutions 02-2020, 15-2017 and 06-2015 state our stand legislatively.  We 

specifically condemn the violence exercised against Mr. Floyd while in Police custody which led 

to his death.  We urge collective grieving and reflection.  We resolve to do better.  We must 

show kindness to our fellow humans and promote peace, tolerance, understanding, civility and 

where possible, unity.  We will be training all Staff on diversity and inclusion, to include an 

implicit bias component.   

• Welcomed new Fire Chief Eisenacher.  Staff has been very good at adapting and getting things 

done during these 4 months, being very responsive and doing the very best they can.  The 

Memorial Day Blue Star Mother’s ceremony was held video version broadcast over the 

Memorial Day weekend.  The Police Department supported the lengthy, socially distanced 

graduation celebration.  The procession was done in cars.  Our Recreation Staff has re-invented 

summer.  New, revised, mini programs have been set up.  The Service Department is conducting 

recycling every other week.   

• The low bid for the street program went to Strawser Paving and should start in June.   

• A sewer line is going in on First Avenue and the street has been detoured. 

• The school project has been able to keep going full speed with the early closure of the school.  

• Water lines will be going in along Fairview Avenue soon.  It is going to be a challenge.  It’s 

summer and people are working at home.  We appreciate resident’s patience.   

• We are working to hold virtual BZA and Planning Commission meetings, hopefully in June. 

• The Board of Health met virtually last week.  Most of the discussion focused around Parks & 

Recreation programs. 

• MORPC has done a great job in facilitating Mayor’s and manager’s meetings about COVID 

issues each week.   

• Administration urges Council to support the legislation on the property tax levy expiring this 

year.  The legislation certifies the renewal.  Most of the property taxes don’t go to the City.  They 

go to the schools.  This levy represents 17% of our revenue.  We are in an uncertain revenue 

environment.  The levy is prudent.  We have been extremely fiscally conservative and 

responsible. 

 

President Keeler asked what residents should do if they still have items which need picked up from 

flooded basements.  There was one pick-up already but what should residents who still have items 
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do?  Mayor Kearns said we are scheduling a week out.  Residents should call and we will prioritize 

pick-ups for flood items. 

 

• Director of Operations – Director Dvoraczky reported that Staff is working on a variety of 

pandemic related matters.  Parks & Rec has new programs that provides quality programs in a safe 

manner.  We have been redeploying Staff and reinventing.  The Memorial Day service was a good 

example of thinking outside of the box.  We are adapting to the circumstances.  We have good 

conversations with Department Heads each day so we know how we can support them.  The 

Department of Administration should be renamed the Department of Possibilities.  We are 

collectively being strategic.   

 

• Director of Finance – Director Miller reported that the City has seen its first month of decreased 

income tax revenues, down 26%.  We were anticipating this since the tax deadline has been pushed 

back to July.  Overall, we are in line with where we were at this time last year.  Other revenue 

sources came in early or well.  This month, revenue exceeded our expenses in the General Fund.  

Departments have been cutting back on their expenses.  We had our lowest month of expenses since 

2016.  Everyone is being very cautious.  Everyone is just waiting to see where things are going to go 

and is expecting a recession.  Hotel taxes came in very low.  We have seen the full impact of the 

“stay at home” order.   

 

• City Attorney – City Attorney Khouzam said she sent her report and can answer any questions.   

 

• Old Business 

 

1.  Ord. 2020-08:  An Ordinance to regulate the use of residential dwellings as short-term rentals. 

 

…President Keeler advised this Ordinance has been tabled until June 15, 2020. 

 

2.  Res. 09-2020:  A Resolution adopting a tax budget for FY2021 and declaring it an emergency. 

 

…Councilmember Smith advised there was a notice issue, so the tax budget hearing wasn’t held 

tonight.  It will be held June 15th.  Res. 09-2020 needs to be amended to remove the third 

Whereas statement, the emergency language. 

 

…Councilmember Smith moved to substitute to version 06012020.  Councilmember Houston 

seconded.  Vote:  All ayes. 

 

RES. 09-2020 SUBSTITUTED TO VERSION 06012020 

 

• New Business 

 

1. Res. 10-2020:  A Resolution declaring it a necessity to levy a renewal tax in excess of the ten-

mill limitation. 

 

…Director Miller said this is the first Resolution required to renew the levy.  We have to ask the 

County Auditor to certify the tax valuation of the City and how much the levy will produce.  We 

can calculate the figure, but the Ohio Revised Code requires us to go through these steps.   
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…Councilmember Smith said the Finance Committee met on May 18th.  The Committee will 

meet again prior to the next reading. 

 

RECORDED AS FIRST READING – Assigned to Finance Committee 

 

• Other Business 

 

None 

 

• Comments from Council Members 

 

…Councilmember Houston gave a brief statement (Exhibit 2). 

 

…Councilmember Edwards said he couldn’t say it any better than Councilmember Houston.  Like 

everyone, the pandemic coupled with the tension in our communities has been weighing on me.  I 

ant to use my position as Grandview City Council to ensure residents of color and people of color 

who visit are aware that our community is as inclusive and welcoming as possible.  I appreciate the 

statement President Keeler made and the commitment from the Administration to evaluate our 

practices and to continue to look at ways we can be better.  I appreciate Councilmember Houston’s 

commitment to action.   

 

• Adjournment 

 

There being no further business the Council meeting was adjourned at 8:01 p.m.  

 

 

                                                                                                        _______________________________ 

                                    Emily A. Keeler, President 

______________________________                                            Grandview Heights City Council 

Leilani Napier 

Clerk of Council                                  

 

 
These Minutes approved: __________________________ 



Exhibit 1 – President Keeler’s opening statement 

 

I would like to take a moment to address issues facing our city, state, country, and world 

today.  

The past few weeks have been extremely difficult on a myriad of levels. Over 100,000 people 

have succumbed to COVID-19 in the United States. Many of our neighbors find themselves 

without a job, and many of those with a job are putting themselves at risk for the sake of 

others. We have lost or hurt both those who protect us and those who are vulnerable and 

need protection. Physical distancing has put a strain on us all, and it has placed those with 

mental health issues and those facing domestic abuse in precarious situations. We have lost 

one of our own gentle souls recently in this very community, one I called my friend.  

Additionally, recent events have reminded us all that as much as we move forward as a 
society, equality is something we have not yet achieved and must still strive for. A 
pandemic is hard enough on individuals, but this is now added to an unjust world where 
people do not feel safe in their own communities, where people are not allowed to simply 
live. Grandview Heights aims to be a welcoming community, but it takes each and every 
one of us to change our policies and culture and also in how we all treat each other every 
day. It takes difficult conversations with officials and also with each other. We welcome 
thoughts from our community members on how we can all achieve a just and equitable 
society. 

So in remembrance of those lost, those in pain, those who strive simply to be equal, I’m 

asking us all to take a moment of silence. A moment to remember those we have lost, those 

who have suffered, and to reflect on how we can better ourselves and our community. A 

moment to remember, above all, to be kind to each other. 

 



Exhibit 2 – Councilmember Houston’s statement 

 

Council statement regarding George Floyd and Racism  

  

Our nation is in crisis. We hit a tragic milestone of 100,000 lives lost to the Coronavirus pandemic, 

with the death rate among people of color 2 and a half times the rate among white people. Then 

we saw the horrifying death of George Floyd who was violently murdered by a Minneapolis law 

enforcement officer. This came on the heels of the murder of Ahmaud Arbery, who was chased 

and shot by a group of men claiming citizen’s arrest. Then finally, the eruption of anger and 

anguish in Minneapolis, our own Columbus, and in other cities across the country.  

  

As I have reflected and continue to reflect on these events, I feel angry, deeply saddened, and 

helpless at times. But I’ve also been moved to action. As a white person, I cannot know the pain, 

the suffering, the toxic stress that people of color endure every day and especially during moments 

of collective trauma for the Black Community, such as right now. But I will commit to doing more 

to use my privilege and power, and my role serving in local government to speak up for justice 

and equity in every space that I occupy. 

  

Going forward, I have three action steps that I will personally be committing to:  

  

Number 1 - crafting a resolution naming racism as a public health crisis, drawing upon the recent 

resolutions/declarations by the Columbus Public Health Department, Franklin County Public 

Health, and introduced by the Ohio Legislative Black Caucus.  

  

Number 2 – continuing to talk with the administration and police leadership about proactive steps 

and work they are doing on an ongoing basis to maintain and improve the professionalism of our 

police force and to recruit and retain women and people of color in our force.  

  

Number 3 - finally, I plan to lead a series of conversations in our GH community about what we 

can do to be better allies for the people of color in our community and the people of color who 

visit our community. I know that when I think of our GH police force and the interactions I’ve had 

with them, I see them as a source of protection and benevolence. But many POC do not have this 

view of their police force. We need to know and we must seek to know how people of color feel 

in our community. Whether they feel safe, whether they feel protected, whether they feel 

welcomed. 

  

There is deep and entrenched pain in this country, in our state and in our broader community from 

the effects of centuries of racism - overt and implicit, institutionalized and structural. I believe 

we’ve reached a tipping point. We as city and community leaders have a responsibility to do all 

that we can to be a part of the transformation and change that is needed. I look forward to 

continuing this conversation with you all.  



 

Melanie Houston, Council Member 
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President Keeler called to order the City of Grandview Heights Special Council meeting of Monday, 

June 15, 2020 at 7:04 p.m. via WebEx.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  President Keeler asked 

for a moment of silence for Amanda Wilson and Shin Lisaka, two community members who made our 

community a better place.   

 

• Roll Call:  Councilmembers:  R. Edwards, E. Hastie, R. Hatzifotinos, M. Houston, A. Panzera, C. 

Smith, President Keeler, Mayor Kearns, City Attorney Khouzam, Finance Director Miller, Director 

Dvoraczky and Clerk Napier. 

• Public Hearing – 2021 Tax Budget:   

 

…President Keeler opened the public hearing for the 2021 Tax Budget for comments. 

 

There were no comments or questions for the proposed 2021 Tax Budget.  The public hearing was 

closed. 

 

• E-Mail Comments from Visitors:   

 

Steve Reynolds:  The Need for a Dedicated Levy Instead of One Which Pours More Money into the 

General Fund 

 

…President Keeler said it has always been her understanding that these funds have been earmarked 

for specific purposes at a later time and not right now.  Director Miller said in the past we have 

committed approximately $250,000 for street projects.  In the budget we have budgeted much more 

for the street projects.  The remainder hasn’t been earmarked.  President Keeler thanked Mr. 

Reynolds for his comments. 

 

• Old Business 

 

1. Ord. 2020-08:  An Ordinance to regulate the use of residential dwellings as short-term rentals. 

 

…Councilmember Hatzifotinos said the Planning & Administration Committee met and had a 

robust discussion about parking, the only remaining issue.  We have been working on this 

legislation for many months.  There have been many iterations.  The Committee moved tonight 

to accept the substituted version with one amendment and recommends approval. 

 

…Councilmember Hatzifotinos moved to take Ord. 2020-08 from the table.  Councilmember 

Hastie seconded.  Vote:  All ayes. 

 

ORD. 2020-08 REMOVED FROM THE TABLE 

 

…Councilmember Hatzifotinos moved to substitute to Version 06152020.  Councilmember 

Hastie seconded.  Vote:  All ayes. 

 

ORD. 2020-08 SUBSTITUTED TO VERSION 06152020 

 

…Councilmember Panzera moved to amend the substituted version.  Councilmember Hastie 

seconded.  Vote:  All ayes. 
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ORD.2020-08 IN SUBSTITUTED VERSION 06152020 IS AMENDED 

 

…Councilmember Panzera moved to approve.  Councilmember Hastie seconded.  Vote:  All 

ayes. 

 

ORDINANCE 2020-08 APPROVED 

 

2. Res. 09-2020:  A Resolution adopting a tax budget for fiscal year 2021. 

 

… Councilmember Smith said the Resolution was amended at the June 1st Council meeting to 

remove the emergency language.  This is a housekeeping type of Resolution. 

 

…Director Miller said this is the mechanism we use to tell the County we need them to levy 

property taxes for us next year.  We do this every year.  We must file by July 21st and we are 

required to have a tax budget hearing.  A copy of the budget has been available in the Finance 

Department and no one came to see it. 

 

…Councilmember Smith moved to approve.  Councilmember Edwards seconded.  Vote:  All 

ayes. 

 

RESOLUTION 09-2020 APPROVED 

 

3. Res. 10-2020:  A Resolution declaring it a necessity to levy a renewal tax in excess of the ten-

mill limitation. 

 

…Councilmember Smith said the Finance Committee just met tonight on this.  The Committee 

unanimously recommends approval. 

 

…Councilmember Smith moved to approve.  Councilmember Edwards seconded.  Vote:  All 

ayes. 

 

…RESOLUTION 10-2020 APPROVED  

 

• New Business 

 

1. Res. 11-2020:  A Resolution declaring racism as a public health crisis and to recommit to 

improving the quality of life, safety and health of the City of Grandview Heights’ residents, 

workers and visitors who are people of color. 

 

…Councilmember Houston read Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the Resolution.  She thanked all 

Council members for supporting and sponsoring the Resolution.  She recognized Amy Stevens, a 

local resident and health expert and Dan Skinner, a Board of Health member, for their review 

and contributions to the Resolution.  This isn’t the first time City Council has denounced hatred 

and racism, but this Resolution is very important.  It acknowledges racism and racial injustice as 

pervasive within our culture and our institutions.  We must take action to analyze our City 

practices.  We have a duty to educate ourselves and our community.   

 

…President Keeler said she firmly feels the City’s first responders have made an effort to be as 

inclusive as possible.  No community is perfect or without room for improvement.  The 
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comments Chief Starns made at our last Council meeting shows they are supportive of equality 

for all people.  I appreciate the work they do and their efforts in constant training.  I look forward 

to the conversations we will be having with our community.  We are committed to listening to 

anyone in the community who would like to share ways we can improve.  We are open to hear 

feedback.  This Resolution requires a larger community conversation. President Keeler tasked 

each Council Liaison to contact their individual organization to find out how the City can partner 

with them on things they are doing within their organization and report back.  The second 

reading will take place July 6th.  Plan to report back at the August 3rd Council meeting. 

 

…Mayor Kearns thanked Council for bringing this legislation forward.  She wrote a letter to the 

Editor on the topic of systemic racism last week.  She thanked Chief Starns and the Police 

Officers for protecting public safety while facilitating the lawful exercise of a large number of 

people’s First Amendment rights on Saturday of almost 500 people on our main traffic and 

commercial corridor.  A protest of this size hasn’t happened before in this City.  She commended 

the force for their professionalism and respect during the process.  

 

…President Keeler stated that she did receive several comments about the great interactions the 

demonstrators had with the Police.  She appreciates the positive interaction between everyone. 

 

RECORDED AS FIRST READING – Assigned to the Board of Health 

 

2.   Res. 12-2020:  A Resolution reauthorizing an agreement between the City of Grandview 

Heights, Franklin County, Ohio and the Board of County Commissioners, Franklin County, Ohio 

on behalf of the City, to participate in the Franklin County, Ohio Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD) Entitlement Program and abide by the covenants of that Program as 

state herein. 

 

 …President Keeler said this is a housekeeping item.  She encouraged working with the office 

who handles this program so we can learn more about the agreement and how it impacts our 

City. 

 

 …Mayor Kearns said this is a re-authorization of an existing agreement, previously authorized in 

2017.  It allows our community members to receive funds for several different programs.  It 

usually benefits those with low to moderately low incomes.  Residents have participated in this 

since inception.  We are trying to coordinate someone from the County to come speak.  She 

asked the Committee to coordinate their meeting with her. 

 

 RECORDED AS FIRST READING – Assigned to Planning & Administration. 

 

3.   Res. 13-2020: A Resolution to accept CARES Act funds from Franklin County, Ohio, to cover 

cost associated with coronavirus-related expenditures. 

 

 …Councilmember Smith said the Finance Committee met about this tonight.  The Resolution 

would allow us to accept $322,525.35 for coronavirus-related expenses.  The Committee has two 

amendments and unanimously recommended approval.  Director Khouzam said the corrections 

don’t affect the receipt of or the amount of the funds.  The Federal government re-codified the 

Section of the U.S. Code that this provision is housed in.  Each reference to 42 U.S.C. 601, 

should now say 42 U.S.C. 801.  The second change is wherever Senate Bill 310 is mentioned, 

House Bill 481 needs to be added.   
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…Councilmember Houston asked about the two different December dates.  Director Khouzam 

recommended going with the December 28th date everywhere. 

 

…Councilmember Smith moved to amend.  Councilmember Houston seconded.  Vote:  All ayes. 

 

RESOLUTION 13-2020 IS AMENDED 

 

…Councilmember Smith moved to approve.  Councilmember Panzera seconded.  Vote:  All 

ayes. 

 

RESOLUTION 13-2020 APPROVED 

 

• Other Business 

 

None 

 

• Comments from Council Members 

 

…President Keeler expressed her pleasure in the Supreme Court’s decision today for LGBTQ 

communities to be protected by Civil Rights laws. 

 

• Adjournment 

 

There being no further business the Council meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        _______________________________ 

                                    Emily A. Keeler, President 

______________________________                                            Grandview Heights City Council 

Leilani Napier 

Clerk of Council                                  

 

 
These Minutes approved: __________________________ 



Exhibit 1 – Councilmember Houston’s comments 
 

Thank you, President Keeler. I would like to read the core section of this resolution for anyone listening in 

tonight and then share a few remarks: 

 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRANDVIEW 

HEIGHTS, OHIO, THAT: 
 

Section 1.  This Council does hereby declare racism a public health crisis and is committed to improving 

the quality of life and health of the City’s residents, employees and visitors of color.  
 

Section 2. The City is committed to honestly and directly reviewing practices, systems, structures, and 

policies, including a systematic, data-driven focus on any factors that impact the social determinants of 

health, to eliminate inequities or practices that may disparately impact persons of color.  
  

Section 3. City Council recognizes the benefits of racially diverse communities, including increased 

tolerance, fair-mindedness and less racial and ethnic prejudice in residents of the communities, including 
developing youth who are more culturally sensitive and more prepared to work in diverse work settings.  

 

Section 4.  City Council commits to making 2021 a “Year of Racial Justice Learning”, with planning to 
commence in the summer and fall of 2020, by partnering with the Grandview Heights public library, school 

district, Board of Health, and community members to plan a series of educational events focusing on a 

history of racial injustice in Ohio and Grandview Heights specifically.  

 
 

I want to thank my colleagues for the unanimous support of this resolution.  

 
I also would like to Acknowledge public health expert and local resident, Amy Stevens, as well as Board 

of Health member Dan Skinner, for their review and contributions to this resolution.  

 

While it's not the first time that our council body has condemned hatred and racism, what I think it so this 
important about this resolution is the fact that we are acknowledging racism and racial injustice as pervasive 

within our culture and our institutions AND that we are not immune to it. 

 
This resolution also acknowledges that we must take action to analyze our city practices and that we have 

a responsibility to educate ourselves and our community.  

 
Despite our best intentions as a community, we like every city in America, have a legacy of racial injustice 

that we need to understand and work to dismantle.  

 

Related to policing specifically, I believe that we have a duty to be a part of the national conversation 
around reform and to critically examine our own practices. We can support our police chief and officers in 

Grandview while also acknowledging that certain practices may need to change.  

 
In the words of Clarence, one of the 300 plus community members who marched on Saturday in solidarity 

with black lives matter, we have a great community but we can also do better.  

 
I stand ready and eager to engage in this work with my colleagues on council as well as the administration, 

the school district, the public library, the Board of Health to make the elements of this resolution a reality 

and to better our community.  



 
Melanie Houston 



Legislative Memorandum 

As required by 111.01 Rule 2 

 

DATE:  June 15, 2020 

 

1. Title of the Legislation:   Res. 11-2020 A Resolution declaring racism as a public 

health crisis and to recommit to improving the quality of life, safety and health of 

the City of Grandview Heights’s residents, workers and visitors who are people of 

color. 

 

2. Name of the Sponsor:  Emily A. Keeler, President; Melanie Houston; Ryan Edwards; Ed 

Hastie; Rebekah Hatzifotinos; Anthony Panzera; Chris Smith.    

 

3. Department charged with enforcement or administration:   City Council, Administration  

 

4.  Reason for the Legislation:  To declare racism as a public health crisis and to recommit to 

improving the quality of life, safety, and health of the City of Grandview Heights’ residents, 

workers and visitors who are people of color. 

 

 

5. Is the Legislation to be passed as an emergency measure?    No       If yes, state the 

reason.   

                

6. Is a suspension of the rules being sought?       No                If so why?   

 

 

7. Does the legislation repeal or amend a current Ordinance or Resolution, and, if it does, 

reference or attach a copy of such Ordinance or Resolution.   No  

 

           

8. Reviewed by the City Attorney, prior to being placed on the Agenda, to assure the 

ordinance or resolution is in the proper form and to determine whether the legislation 

would repeal or amend a current Ordinance or Resolution and that is not in conflict 

with existing State or Federal law. 

 

Date reviewed:   _June 11, 2020__ 

 

1st Reading: June 15, 2020           Assigned to Board of Health 

2nd Reading: _______________ 

3rd Reading: _______________ 



RECORD OF RESOLUTIONS 

City of Grandview Heights 
 
 

 
  Resolution No.    11-2020                             Passed    , 2020 ______      Passed  _______________ , 20______ 

 

 Res. 11-2020 Declare Racism as a Public Health Crisis                                                                                                          Version 06152020  

 

3 A Resolution to declare racism as a public health crisis and to recommit to improving  

the quality of the life, safety and health of the City of Grandview Heights’  

residents, workers and visitors who are people of color. 

  

WHEREAS, racism has a long history in the foundation of America, beginning with chattel 

slavery in 1619 and including the slavery trade and Jim Crow laws which allowed preferential 

opportunities for some while subjecting people of color to hardships and disadvantages in every 

area of life; and 

 

WHEREAS, even though Jim Crow laws have been abolished, the existence of institutionalized 

and individual racism continues to cause disproportionately higher rates of homelessness, 

incarceration, and economic hardships for African-Americans, and has also been systemically or 

institutionally perpetuated through practices such as restrictive covenants in deeds, 

discriminatory lending practices, and redlining, which have a disparate impact on persons of 

color who wish to achieve the dream of home ownership; and 

 

WHEREAS, the history of school funding in the United States, including in Ohio, has 

perpetuated racial disparity in education; and  

  

WHEREAS, incidents of inappropriate use of force by law enforcement personnel against 

African-Americans have resulted in the recent deaths of Mr. George Floyd in Minneapolis, and 

Ms. Breonna Taylor in Louisville, and other racially motivated crimes such as the killing of Mr. 

Ahmad Arbery in Brunswick, Georgia demonstrate that many people of color experience 

discriminatory interactions with law enforcement in this country; and 

 

WHEREAS, racial health disparities have existed in America for more than 400 years, resulting 

in a lack of general health and well-being, reduced access to medical care, and higher incidences 

of chronic disease and mortality for people of color; and 

 

WHEREAS, the coronavirus pandemic has shined a stark light upon the long-running racial 

health divide in our state and country, with Black Ohioans making up 30% of COVID-19 

hospitalizations despite representing only 13% of Ohio’s population, and Black people 

disproportionately suffering in part due to longstanding, unaddressed health disparities and 

systemic racism in the healthcare system and other socioeconomic inequities; and 

  

WHEREAS, further research has shown that the neighborhood or zip code that one lives in, 

one’s access to quality housing, clean water, healthful food, a good job, and a good education 

have a greater impact on one’s health than does genetics or access to care, and that, as a result, 

people of color are not thriving at the same rates as their white counterparts in these areas; and 

  

WHEREAS, the privileges that white Americans experience inhibit them from fully 

appreciating how racism impacts people of color in America on a daily basis, be it simple acts 
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such as “driving while Black”, walking in neighborhoods, going to a park, applying for a job, 

purchasing a home or car, or raising a family, all come with barriers that white Americans don’t 

normally experience; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Grandview Heights City Council supports the May 19, 2020 resolution issued 

by the Franklin County Board of Commissioners, declaring “Racism as a Public Health Crisis”, 

and hereby recognizes that racism is real and pervasive in our culture and across institutions 

such that the community must collectively work to dismantle it so as to promote equity, 

inclusion and diversity; and 

 

WHEREAS, City Council believes that declaring racism a public health crisis is a step toward 

helping to address a public health crisis that affects all Americans, and that a civil society has an 

obligation to work to reverse this crisis by dismantling systems of oppression; and 

  

WHEREAS, City Council urges every sector of the community to declare race-based disparities 

as a public health crisis and to immediately take steps to address, fund, and support areas that 

strategically reduce the long-term impact of the social determinants of health for at-risk 

communities, including reducing and eliminating preferential treatment or practices that subject 

people of color to increased hardships. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS, OHIO, THAT: 

 

Section 1.  This Council does hereby declare racism a public health crisis and is committed to 

improving the quality of life and health of the City’s residents, employees and visitors of color.  

 

Section 2. The City is committed to honestly and directly reviewing practices, systems, 

structures, and policies, including a systematic, data-driven focus on any factors that impact the 

social determinants of health, to eliminate inequities or practices that may disparately impact 

persons of color.  

  

Section 3. City Council recognizes the benefits of racially diverse communities, including 

increased tolerance, fair-mindedness and less racial and ethnic prejudice in residents of the 

communities, including developing youth who are more culturally sensitive and more prepared 

to work in diverse work settings.  

 

Section 4.  City Council commits to making 2021 a “Year of Racial Justice Learning”, with 

planning to commence in the summer and fall of 2020, by partnering with the Grandview 

Heights public library, school district, Board of Health, and community members to plan a series 

of educational events focusing on a history of racial injustice in Ohio and Grandview Heights 

specifically.  
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                                                                                    __________________   

                                   Emily A. Keeler, President 

Attest:                                        Grandview Heights City Council 

 

   ______________ 

Leilani Napier, Clerk of Council                                                          

 

 

Approved as to form:                                                      Approved   Not Approved 

 

 

__________________________________                        ___________________________ 

Marie-Joëlle C. Khouzam, City Attorney                          Greta Kearns, Mayor 

 

Date: __________________________                              Date: ________________________ 



Legislative Memorandum 

As required by 111.01 Rule 2 

 

DATE:  June 15, 2020 

 

1. Title of the Legislation:   Res. 12-2020 A Resolution authorizing an agreement 

between the City of Grandview Heights and Franklin County Board of County 

Commissioners to participate in the Franklin County, Ohio Department of Housing 

and Urban Development (HUD) Entitlement Program. 

 

2. Name of the Sponsor:  Emily A. Keeler, President   

 

3. Department charged with enforcement or administration:   Administration  

 

4. Reason for the Legislation:  To renew support of Franklin County’s pursuit of Community 

Development Block Grant funds, to enable qualifying residents to access certain resources 

and programs related to home improvement and rehabilitation.  

 

5. Is the Legislation to be passed as an emergency measure?    No       If yes, state the 

reason.   

                

6. Is a suspension of the rules being sought?       No                If so why?   

 

 

7. Does the legislation repeal or amend a current Ordinance or Resolution, and, if it does, 

reference or attach a copy of such Ordinance or Resolution.   No  

 

           

8. Reviewed by the City Attorney, prior to being placed on the Agenda, to assure the 

ordinance or resolution is in the proper form and to determine whether the legislation 

would repeal or amend a current Ordinance or Resolution and that is not in conflict 

with existing State or Federal law. 

 

Date reviewed:   _June 11, 2020__ 

 

1st Reading: June 15, 2020             Assigned to Planning & Administration 

2nd Reading: _______________ 

3rd Reading: _______________ 
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 A Resolution authorizing an agreement between the City  

of Grandview Heights, Franklin County, Ohio  and the Board of  

County Commissioners, Franklin County,  Ohio on behalf  of the  

City to participate in the Franklin  County, Ohio Department of  

Housing and Urban Development  (HUD)  Entitlement Program and  

abide by the covenants of that Program as stated herein. 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the Housing and Community Development Act of 

1974 (Public Law 93-383, 42 U.S.C. 5301), as amended, Franklin County, Ohio is recognized 

by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development as an urban county and 

entitled to Community Development Block Grant Program funds and HOME funds for urban 

counties; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provision of Section 307.85, Ohio Revised Code, the Board of 

County Commissioners, Franklin County, Ohio, is authorized to enter into agreements with 

cities and villages in Franklin County to exercise certain powers and perform certain functions 

or render services on behalf of the said cities and villages; and. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Grandview Heights desires to reaffirm its participation and inclusion of 

its population in the Franklin County Community Development Block Grant and HOME 

Investment Partnership programs and to reauthorize the Cooperation Agreement for another 

three years. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS, OHIO THAT: 

 

SECTION 1. The City of Grandview Heights is located within the geographical boundaries of 

Franklin County, Ohio.  

 

SECTION 2. The Mayor and Director of Administration are hereby authorized to enter into a 

Cooperation Agreement with the Franklin County Board of Commissioners for the period of 

April 1, 2021 through March 31, 2024, and to take such other steps as may be necessary to 

cooperate and participate with and in the Franklin County HUD Entitlement program Section 

570.105 b 3 (iii), Community Development Block Grant Program Rules and Regulations.   

 

SECTION 3.  This Resolution shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 
period allowed by law. 
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                                                                        _______________________________ 

        Emily A. Keeler, President 

                                        Grandview Heights City Council 

Attest:  

 

________________________ 

Leilani Napier  

Clerk of Council 

                                              

Approved as to form:                                                          Approved       Not Approved             

 

________________________         __________________________ 

Marie-Joëlle C. Khouzam,                                                Greta Kearns, Mayor 

City Attorney 

 

Date:             , 2020                                      Date:               , 2020     
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Legislative Memorandum 

As required by 111.01 Rule 2 

 

DATE:  June 30, 2020 

 

1. Title of the Legislation:  Ord. 2020-12 

 

An Ordinance to amend Chapter 561 of the City of Grandview Heights’ Codified 

Ordinances, and declaring it an emergency. 

 

2. Name of the Sponsor:   Greta Kearns, Mayor 

 

3. Department charged with enforcement or administration:  Administration 

 

4. Reason for the Legislation: To restrict business activities such as door-to-door sales and 

solicitations, and balancing its goals of deterring fraud, burglary and trespass, with due 

consideration to any protection applicable to commercial speech. 

 

5. Is the Legislation to be passed as an emergency measure?  Yes        If yes, state the 

reason.              To correct deficiencies in the current Ordinance. 

 

6. Is a suspension of the rules being sought? No    If so why?  

 

7. Does the legislation repeal or amend a current Ordinance or Resolution, and, if it   

    does, reference or attach a copy of such Ordinance or Resolution.   Yes 

 

           

8. Reviewed by the City Attorney, prior to being placed on the Agenda, to assure the 

ordinance or resolution is in the proper form and to determine whether the 

legislation would repeal or amend a current Ordinance or Resolution and that is not 

in conflict with existing State or Federal law. 

 

Date reviewed:  June 30, 2020 

 

1st Reading: _______________ 

2nd Reading: _______________ 

3rd Reading: _______________ 
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 An Ordinance to amend Chapter 561 of the City of Grandview 

Heights’ Codified Ordinances, and declaring an emergency. 

 

WHEREAS, a municipality may permissibly restrict business activities such as door-to-door sales 

and solicitations, and balancing its goals of deterring fraud, burglary and trespass,  with due 

consideration to any protection applicable to commercial speech; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 561 of the City’s Codified Ordinances pertaining to peddlers and solicitors 

requires updates, and would also best be located in Title 7, the Business Regulations portion of 

the Codified Ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, in order to preserve the continued safety, health and welfare of the City and its 

residents, it is in the City’s best interests to promptly make these amendments and declare an 

emergency. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS, OHIO, THAT: 

SECTION 1.  Codified Ordinance 561 is hereby amended as noted in redline form below, and is 

hereby renumbered and relocated to Title 7 of the City’s Codified Ordinances:  

CHAPTER 561725 

Peddlers and Solicitors 

 

561725.01  DEFINITIONS. 

 

As used in this cChapter the following words are defined as hereafter set forth: 

(a) "Vendor", "peddler", "hawker", "itinerant retailer," and “solicitor”, collectively referred to 

in this chapter as “vendor”, means a person who offers for the purpose of the sale of goods, 

wares, merchandise, chattels, vegetables, fruits, foodstuff of any description, any 

substance for human consumption or any commodity or other article, and/or services for 

sale and/or for the purpose of disposing of and/or peddling or hawking the same by going 

in and upon private residences and the property upon which they are situated, to the 

prospective purchaser's residencenot having been requested or invited by the occupant 

thereof,  and/or by going upon the public streets or other public property, or upon property 

of another.  A sale or purchase is not necessary for this definition to be applicable.  The 

person engaged in such activities shall not be relieved from the provisions of this chapter 

by reason of association temporarily with any local merchant, dealer, trader, or auctioneer, 

or by conducting such temporary or transient business in connection with or as a part of 

the business of or in the name of any local merchant, dealer, trader, or auctioneer.A  

Canvassers and charitable organizations conducting fundraising through the sale of goods 

and/or services are not included in the foregoing definition.  and its members and agents 
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is not included when soliciting for the sale of goods and/or services when the proceeds are 

for non-profit. 

(b) “Vending” is the activity described in Section 725.01(a). 

(c) “Canvasser” means any person who goes upon the premises of any private residence in 

the City, not having been requested or invited by the occupant thereof, who seeks to 

disseminate any verbal or written message, including ideas, thoughts or messages 

regarding any cause, issue, or religion; any person circulating petitions for signatures; or 

any political candidate, by means of traveling from place-to-place without acting as a 

vendor, and whose actions do not violate any local, state or federal law. Canvasser includes 

a person who requests a voluntary donation to a political or charitable organization as part 

of the verbal or written message. Nothing in this definition exempts a canvasser from the 

requirements of any other chapter of the Codified Ordinances. 

(d) “Canvassing” is the activity described in Section 725.01(c).  

(b)(e) "Charitable organization" means any benevolent, philanthropic, patriotic, 

religious, educational, civic, fraternal, social research, or other eleemosynary organization, 

as evidenced by a non-profit incorporation with the Ohio Secretary of State or a tax-exempt 

determination by the Internal Revenue Service. 

 

561725.02  VENDING RESTRICTED; PERMIT REQUIRED. 

 

(a) The practice of vending as defined in Section 725.01 shall constitute a nuisance and is 

prohibited except as provided in this chapter.  

(b) No vending shall take place or, peddler, hawker, or itinerant retailer shall sell, barter, offer 

for sale, or expose for sale at retail or wholesale, any goods, wares, merchandise, chattels, 

vegetables, fruits, foodstuff of any description, any substance for human consumption or any 

commodity or other article, or to offer personal services for a fee, upon the public streets or alleys 

in the City, in entrances to buildings or other premises, upon vacant lots or other tracts of land or 

from place to place within the corporate limits of the City, without first having procured from the 

Director of Public Safety of the City a written permit to do so, except as provided in this chapter.. 

(c) Applications for permits shall be obtained from the City’s administration office, 

completed, and filed with the Director of Public Safety, with at least the following information, 

no less than two (2) business days before the permit is to be issued: 

(1) The name of the applicant, to include the name of any company for which the applicant 

is purporting to sell goods or services and the name of the individual doing so;  

(2) The applicant's social security number and federal identification number of the 

company the applicant represents; 

(3) The name and address of the person by whom the applicant is employed, or for whom 

he or she is vending, and the length of the applicant's service with such employer or person, 

and a cell phone number and email address where the individual can be contacted;  

(4) If the applicant is an individual, all places of residence of the applicant and all 

employment during the preceding year; 



RECORD OF ORDINANCES 

City of Grandview Heights 
 
 

 
Ord. No. 2020-12                 Passed      , 2020 ______      Passed  _______________ , 20______ 

 

Page  
Ord. 2020-12 Peddlers & Solicitors                                           Page 3 of 2                                                                             Version 07062020 

 
 

 

15057484v45 

(5) The nature and character of the goods to be sold or services to be furnished by the 

applicant, or the purpose for which funds are being solicited, and a web address where 

goods or services being sold may be viewed;  

(6) The names of all municipalities in which the applicant has conducted peddling or 

solicitation activities within the past 12 months;  

(7) If the applicant is a recognized charitable not-for-profit organization, proof of tax 

exempt status may be requested 

(8) Disclosure of any prior or current criminal record;  

(9) The period of time for which the permit is requested;  

(10) Signatures of the vendor or solicitor and/or official of the organization he or she 

represents. 

(d) Applicants who are individuals shall show government-issued photo identification upon 

request. 

(e) If, after investigation, the Director of Public Safety determines that the information 

furnished on the application is complete and accurate, and the applicant and/or enterprise meets 

the requirements listed in Section 725.03, the Director of Public Safety shall issue a permit to the 

applicant.  

(f) No person shall directly or indirectly make or perpetrate any misstatement, deception of 

fraud in connection with any solicitation or vending for any purpose in the City or in any permit 

application. 

(g) No person, having entered into an agreement to conduct any vending on behalf of any 

person or organization, shall fail to remit or pay to the party entitled thereto the proceeds of such 

solicitation or vending in accordance with the terms of the agreement. 

(a)  

(b)(h)  

Solicitation for grass cutting, tree removal, leaf raking, and snow removal where payment for 

aforesaid services does not exceed the sum of seventy-fivefifty dollars ($5075.00) shall not be 

deemed a violation of this section. 

 

561725.03  PERMIT INVESTIGATION; FEE; EXPIRATION; REVOCATION. 

 

(a) The City shall conduct an independent record check of all applicants, and shall retain the 

authority to exempt an applicant from the record check based on information known to the City, 

such as prior history, locally established connections, community ties, scholastic endeavors, non-

profit history, or similar information.  Upon investigation and determination by the Director of 

Public Safety or his/her designee, a permit shall be issued, subject to verification that: 

(1) All of the statements made in the application are true;  

(2) The applicant or organization proposes to engage in a lawful commercial or 

professional enterprise;  

(3) Neither the applicant nor organization or enterprise the applicant represents proposes 

are engaged in activity that constitutes a clear and present danger to the residents of the 

City;  
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(4) Neither the applicant nor the represented organization has engaged in any fraudulent 

transaction or enterprise;  

(5) The business of the peddler or solicitor will not be a fraud upon the public;  

(6) Neither the applicant nor organization represented has been convicted of any felony 

and/or crime involving moral turpitude (e.g., theft, passing bad checks, misuse of a credit 

card, unauthorized use of property or vehicle, identity theft, etc.);  

(7) The applicant and/or organization possesses a positive overall quality, public esteem 

or character as seen or judged by people in general and does not offend the sensibilities of 

people in general;  

(8) Neither the applicant nor the organization has engaged in a disruptive, threatening, or 

discourteous manner or behavior;  

(b) The permit fee for permits granted pursuant to this chapter shall not exceed  twenty 

fivefifty dollars ($250.00) and shall be in effect for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days from 

the date of issuance. The applicant will be provided with a copy of the permit, and the original 

shall be maintained at the Clerk’s office at City Hall and be available for public inspection.   

(a)(c) The permit fee shall be waived with respect to organizations whose missions are 

exclusively for charitable, eleemosynary, educational or religious purposes and whose efforts are 

in furtherance of the City’s schools and related extracurricular programs, the City’s library or the 

county library system, social-services agencies or tax-exempt entities that render services within 

the City, and any other non-profit or tax-exempt program that the Director of Public Safety shall 

determine meets the spirit of the waiver. 

(b)(d) The Director of Public Safety may revoke at any time, any permit granted pursuant 

to this chapter for violation of  this chapter or if any of the requirements contained in Section 

725.03 are no longer metsuch regulations.  Notice of revocation, which shall state the reason 

therefore, shall be delivered to the applicant in person, or mailed by first class mail to his last 

known address and shall be effective upon mailing. 

 

561.04  PEDDLING RESTRICTED. 

 

(a) The practice of going in and upon private residences and the property upon which they are 

situated in the City by solicitors, peddlers, hawkers, itinerant merchants and transient vendors of 

merchandise and services as defined in Section 561.01, not having been requested or invited to do 

so by the owner or owners, occupant or occupants, of such private residences, for the purpose of 

soliciting orders for the sale of goods, wares, merchandise or services, and/or for the purpose of 

disposing of and/or peddling or hawking the same, is declared to be a nuisance and is prohibited, 

except as herein provided. 

(b)(a) Solicitation for grass cutting, tree removal, leaf raking, and snow removal where 

payment for aforesaid services does not exceed the sum of fifty dollars ($50.00) shall not be 

deemed a violation of this section. 

 

561.05725.04  CHARITABLE SOLICITATIONS. 
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No solicitation from house to house for the sale of goods for fundraising purposes, or for 

contributions or donations to a charitable organization shall be made without first securing a 

permit pursuant to this chapter, except aswhen such activity constitutes canvassing, or as herein 

provided. 

 

561.06725.05  VEHICLES; BULK SALES PROHIBITED. 

 

(a) The Director of Public Safety shall not issue a permit for carload or bulk sales from any 

vehicle or temporary structure stationed on any public street, alley, lot, or other public place. 

(b) Nothing herein shall prohibit any regular retailer continuous storekeeper within the City 

from advertising his or her goods, wares, or merchandise in the front of and on the premises of 

the usual place of business and to make sales from such advertising displays. 

(c) Nothing herein shall authorize food trucks or other vehicles offering goods or services for 

sale to operate upon the public streets or public rights of way of the City; provided, however, that 

such vehicles may operate in connection with City-wide events that receive authorization or an 

event permit from the Director of Public Safety. 

 

561.07725.06  TIME RESTRICTED VENDING AND CANVASSING STREET PEDDLING. 

 

No person, being a vendor, charitable solicitor, or canvasser, peddler, hawker, or intinerant 

retailer of goods and/or services or solicitor for a charitable organization, shall engage in vending, 

soliciting, or canvassing solicit, sell or offer the same for sale  between the hours of 89:00 p.m. 

and 89:00 a.m. 

 

561.08725.07  IDENTIFICATION REQUIRED. 

    

(a) All persons procuring a permit under this chapter for the purpose of soliciting goods or 

donations shall be required to visibly display a photo identification badge as provided by the City 

in accordance with the rules and regulations established under Section 561.09. on their outer 

clothing and denoting the name of the organization and the name of the individual. 

(b)  Upon request, all solicitors or vendors shall provide a written receipt showing the name 

of the solicitor or vendor, the amount of the contribution or purchase, and the date. Upon request, 

all persons acting on behalf of any charitable organization shall provide a statement attesting to 

the organization's exempt status under state law or section 501 of the federal Internal Revenue 

Code. 

 

725.08  POSTED PREMISES 

 

The owner or occupant of a residence or place of business may evidence a desire not to receive 

uninvited vendors, solicitors, and canvassers by displaying a visible notice upon or near the main 

entrance door to the residence or place of business   bearing the words “No Peddlers”, “No 

Solicitors”, “No Canvassers”, “No Trespassing”, or words of similar import.  
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561.09725.09  RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

 

The Director of Public Safety is hereby authorized to issue a permit as provided in  this 

chapterSections 561.02, 561.04, and 561.05, and to establish rules and regulations implementing 

this chapter. 

 

561.99725.99  PENALTY. 

 

Whoever violates this chapter shall be guilty of a fourth degree misdemeanor and shall be 

fined not more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) and/or imprisoned for not more than thirty 

(30) days, and each occurrence shall constitute a separate offense herein. 

 

SECTION 2. This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure, in order to 

continually preserve the public peace, health and safety of the residents of the City of 

Grandview Heights, and it shall take effect immediately upon its passage and approval by the 

Mayor. 

 

 

 

                                                                                         ________________________________ 

                                                                                          Emily A. Keeler, Council President 

                                                                                          Grandview Heights City Council 

Attest: 

____________________________                

Leilani Napier, Clerk of Council   

 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:    APPROVED NOT APPROVED 

                 ____________________________________ 

Marie-Joëlle C. Khouzam                          Greta Kearns, Mayor 

City Attorney 

 

Date: _____________________                                     Date: _________________________ 

 



Legislative Memorandum 

As required by 111.01 Rule 2 

 

DATE:  June 24, 2020 

 

1. Title of the Legislation:   Res. 14-2020  A Resolution declaring intent to proceed 

with and submitting the question of a Renewal Tax Levy for purposes of providing 

for the current expenses of the City of Grandview Heights, General Fund. 

 

2. Name of the Sponsor:    Chris Smith, Finance Chair 

 

3. Department charged with enforcement or administration:  Finance  

 

4.  Reason for the Legislation:   

To submit the question of a renewal tax levy on the ballot for the November 3, 2020 election. 

 

5. Is the Legislation to be passes as an emergency measure? If yes, state the reason.   

No 

                

6. Is a suspension of the rules being sought? If so why?   

No 

 

7. Does the legislation repeal or amend a current Ordinance or Resolution, and, if it does, 

reference or attach a copy of such Ordinance or Resolution.    

No 

           

8. Reviewed by the City Attorney, prior to being placed on the Agenda, to assure the 

ordinance or resolution is in the proper form and to determine whether the legislation 

would repeal or amend a current Ordinance or Resolution and that is not in conflict 

with existing State or Federal law. 

 

Date reviewed:   _June 30, 2020__ 

 

1st Reading: _______________ 

2nd Reading: _______________ 

3rd Reading: _______________ 
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A Resolution declaring intent to proceed with and submitting the 

question of a Renewal Tax Levy for purposes of providing for the 

current expenses of the City of Grandview Heights, General Fund. 

 

(R.C. Sections 5705.03, 5705.19 and 5705.25, Renewal Operating Levy)  

 

WHEREAS, the amount of taxes that may be raised within the 10-mill limitation by levies on 

the current tax duplicate will be insufficient to provide adequate amounts for the current 

expenses and necessary requirements of the City of Grandview Heights (“City); and 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s voters approved a 7.5 mill tax levy on March 15, 2016 for a four (4) year 

period for purposes permitted by Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.19, which levy is set to 

expire on December 31, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, City Council believes it is in the best interests of the City residents to renew the 

March 15, 2016, seven and one-half (7.5) mill tax levy, to permit the City to continue general 

operations and delivery of services to residents, including but not limited to the ongoing 

maintenance of streets and roads; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Franklin County Auditor has certified to the Council for the City of Grandview 

Heights that the tax revenue generated by a seven and one-half (7.5) mill renewal is One Million, 

Nine Hundred Ten Thousand, Five Hundred Forty-One Dollars and 08/100 ($1,910,541.08), 

based on the current assessed valuation of the City of Three Hundred Forty Million, Six 

Hundred Ninety-Five Thousand, Two Hundred and Thirty Dollars and 00/100 ($340,695,230), a 

copy of which is attached as Exhibit A. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS, FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO, TWO-THIRDS OF ALL OF 

THE MEMBERS ELECTED THERETO CONCURRING, THAT: 

 

SECTION 1.  It is necessary to levy a renewal tax in excess of the 10-mill limitation for the 

benefit of the City for the purpose of providing for the current expenses and necessary 

requirements of the City, at a rate not exceeding seven and one-half (7.5) mills for each one 

dollar of valuation, which amounts to  seventy-five cents ($0.75) for each one hundred dollars 

($100) of valuation, for a period of four (4) years, such levy being a renewal of an existing 7.5 

mill levy, which is currently in effect, commencing in 2020, first due in calendar year 2021. 

 

SECTION 2.         The question of approving the renewal levy be submitted to the electors of 

the entire City at the election to be held at the usual voting places within said City on November 

3, 2020. All the City is located in Franklin County, Ohio.  
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SECTION 3. The form of the ballot to be used at said election shall be substantially as follows: 

 "A majority vote shall be necessary for passage. 

A renewal of a tax for the benefit of the City of Grandview Heights, Franklin County, Ohio for 

the purpose of providing for the current expenses and necessary requirements of the City, at a 

rate not exceeding 7.5 mills for each one dollar of valuation, which amounts to seventy-five 

cents ($0.75) for each one hundred dollars of valuation, for the following period of time: four 

years, commencing in 2020 and first due in calendar year 2021." 

 FOR THE RENEWAL TAX LEVY  

 AGAINST THE RENEWAL TAX LEVY  

 

SECTION 4.        The Clerk of Council be hereby directed to certify a copy of this Resolution, 

the Resolution of Necessity and the estimate of the County Auditor to the Board of Elections of 

Franklin County, Ohio, as provided by law, and to notify the Board of Elections to cause notice 

of election on the question of approving the renewal levy to be given as required by law.  

 

SECTION 5.  This Resolution shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 

allowed by law. 

 

                                                                        _______________________________ 

        Emily A. Keeler, President 

                                        Grandview Heights City Council 

Attest:  

 

________________________ 

Leilani Napier  

Clerk of Council 

                                              

Approved as to form:                                                          Approved       Not Approved             

 

________________________         __________________________ 

Marie-Joëlle C. Khouzam,                                                Greta Kearns, Mayor 

City Attorney 

 

Date:             , 2020                                      Date:               , 2020     




